
The establishment of The Angela Wheatley 
Mendoza Memorial Scholarship Fund is both 

a legacy and a love story. 
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Angela’s reason for fighting: Megan, Anthony and Mallory. The four pose together during their last family vacation in Vallecito, Colorado, in June 2020.
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hile the scholarship 
funds will undoubtedly 
benefit many Bishop 
Lynch High School 

students now and in the years to come, it 
also serves as a testament to Angela Mendoza, 
the beloved wife and mother who gave so 
much to her family and friends, her children’s 
schools and the community during her too-
short time on earth. 

Tony Mendoza was Angela’s husband for 
30 years. When the couple moved from 
Oklahoma to Dallas in 1990, they were 
new to the city and had no high school 
affiliation. The couple’s three children were 
born in Dallas and when it was time for a 
high school decision, the family was drawn to 
Bishop Lynch. Their three children – Megan 
’10, Anthony ’13 and Mallory ’21 – all 
graduated from Bishop Lynch High School. 

Angela was a dedicated volunteer at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic School and Bishop 
Lynch during her children’s school years. 
From carnivals and auctions and everything 
in between, Angela was the consummate 
volunteer. Angela’s service even inspired 
Tony to give back and be better. Because 
of her lead, Tony served on the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Finance Council and then on the 
Bishop Lynch Board of Directors, including 
two terms as board chair. He continues to 
serve on the BL board. 

Tony said that when Angela was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer in September 2017 and 
bravely fought for more than three years, 
she carried her cross with grace, faith and 
incredible perspective. 

“What’s most amazing about my wife wasn’t 
how she lived her life, but how she lived 
her life while she was dying. She accepted 
her diagnosis and knew she would die but 
remained faithful even through fear. From 
the day of her diagnosis until the day she 
died, she never felt sorry for herself, instead 
always looking at the beauty and blessings in 
her life knowing with certainty her destiny 
was Heaven. She decided that with whatever 
time she had left, we would truly live. We 
packed so many wonderful family memories 
into three years,” said Tony. 

Tony credits Angela’s CaringBridge website 
journal posts with keeping family and friends 
informed about her cancer journey and 
inspiring others to keep the faith. She was 
a wonderful writer and regularly shared her 
perspectives at www.caringbridge.org/visit/
angelamendoza.

Tony still reads through her posts to this day. 

Angela passed away on Feb. 7, 2021. In 
March of 2021, Tony and his mother-in-
law Darlene Wheatley established The Angela 
Wheatley Mendoza Memorial Scholarship to 

benefit Bishop Lynch High School students. 
The scholarship fund has already grown to 
$51,590 and has had 108 unique donors – 
the first time a new Bishop Lynch scholarship 
has reached this impressive amount with so 
many contributions in such a short period – 
which is further proof of Angela Mendoza’s 
continued impact. 

If you’d like to donate to The 
Angela Wheatley Mendoza 
Memorial Scholarship fund, 
please scan the QR code.

“I am very self-aware 
of what is happening to 
my body; but I think of 

life like this: we basically 
get two lives; the second 
one starts the moment 
we realize we only have 
one. This second life is 

fabulous, and it is the life 
I am living now, and I am 
so grateful for this gift of 
time. Cancer forces you 

into your second life. The 
one you should have had 
all along. The life of being 
grateful, kind, and seeing 

all the beauty in this 
world. A life of accepting 

others, no matter how 
different they are from 

you. Embrace the crazies, 
they are everywhere.”
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Angela poses on the couple’s first “2nd Life” trip to 
Vallecito, Colorado, in October 2018. 

Angela’s very first chemo treatment in September 
2017 shortly after her cancer diagnosis. Tony says 
her trademark smile remained throughout, right up 
into January 2021 before cancer finally took away 
her ability to communicate or even smile. 




